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Global sulphur - 1965 to 2045

J. B. HYNE

(Hyjay R&D. Ltd., Calgary, Alberta, Canada)

Abstract: World sulphur scene in 1965 — 2005 is reviewed and the prospect in 2006 — 2045 is predicted. In the
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next 40 years, distinct shift in source of supply away from the so called “ Western World” toward Russia and the
Middle East will be seen, which matches the shift in crude hydrocarbon supply location to Russia and the Middle
East and the continuing dominance of petroleum product refining as the number one source of elemental sulphur.
Based on the predicted increase in supply/consumptions of oil and assuming that the sulphur content of the hy-
drocarbon remains at roughly the present level, future supply, at least in the next 40 years, is not seen likely to
be short. The problem has been getting the commodity, in an acceptable form, from where it was stockpiled to
where it was needed. If by 2045 we have a plentiful supply of truly relatively inexpensive nuclear generated elec-
tricity to fire up electric arc furnaces for phosrock roasting, sulphuric acid could be knock out of fertilizer field.
Since sulphuric acid and fertilizer production is by far the principal end use of elemental sulphur,loss of even
part of the “acid market” would place disastrous effect on the world sulphur market. It is suggested to actively
diversify sulphur uses by learning the lessons of history and *thinking outside the box” , to maintain a stable sul-
phur market.

Key words: sulphur; market; use; review; prediction
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